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based on race, color, religion, and national origin
and by expanding coverage to include crimes
based on sexual orientation, gender, and dis-
ability.

Congress has the opportunity to complete
work on that legislation and to send it to me

for signature. I call on Congress to do the right
thing and enact hate crime legislation before
the end of this session. The Nation cannot af-
ford to wait.

Statement on the Military Coup d’Etat in Pakistan

October 13, 1999

The events in Pakistan this week represent
another setback to Pakistani democracy. Paki-
stan’s interests would be served by a prompt
return to civilian rule and restoration of the
democratic process. I urge that Pakistan move
quickly in that direction.

I am sending my Ambassador back to
Islamabad to underscore my view directly to
the military authorities and to hear their inten-
tions. I will also be consulting closely with all
concerned nations about maintaining peace and
stability in South Asia.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Telecommunications

Payments to Cuba
October 13, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:

As requ{red by section 1705(e)(6) of the
Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, 22 U.S.C.
6004(e)(6), as amended by section 102(g) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, Public Law 104-
114, 110 Stat. 785, I transmit herewith a semi-
annual report “detailing payments made to Cuba

. . as a result of the provision of telecommuni-
cations services” pursuant to Department of the
Treasury specific licenses.

WiLL1aM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 13, 1999.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Food Aid Convention 1999

October 13, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Food Aid Convention 1999, which
was open for signature at the United Nations
Headquarters, New York, from May 1 through
June 30, 1999. The Convention was signed by
the United States June 16, 1999. I transmit also,
for the information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with respect to the
Convention.

The Food Aid Convention 1999 replaces the
Food Aid Convention 1995. Donor members
continue to make minimum annual commit-
ments that can be expressed either in the quan-
tity or, under the new Convention, the value
of the food aid they will provide to developing
countries.

As the United States has done in the past,
it is participating provisionally in the Food Aid
Committee. The Committee granted the United
States (and other countries) a 1l-year extension
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of time, until June 30, 2000, in which to deposit
its instrument of ratification.

It is my hope that the Senate will give prompt
and favorable consideration to this Convention,
and give its advice and consent to ratification

by the United States at the earliest possible
date.

WIiLLIAM ]. CLINTON

The White House,
October 13, 1999.

Remarks on Senate Action on the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

and an Exchange With Reporters
October 13, 1999

The President. Good evening. I am very dis-
appointed that the United States Senate voted
not to ratify the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-
Ban Treaty. This agreement is critical to pro-
tecting the American people from the dangers
of nuclear war. It is, therefore, well worth fight-
ing for. And I assure you, the fight is far from
over.

I want to say to our citizens, and to people
all around the world, that the United States
will stay true to our tradition of global leader-
ship against the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction. The Senate has taken us on a detour.
But America eventually always returns to the
main road, and we will do so again. When all
is said and done, the United States will ratify
the test ban treaty.

Opponents of the treaty have offered no alter-
native, no other means of keeping countries
around the world from developing nuclear arse-
nals and threatening our security. So we have
to press on and do the right thing for our chil-
dren’s future.

We will press on to strengthen the worldwide
consensus in favor of the treaty. The United
States will continue, under my Presidency, the
policy we have observed since 1992 of not con-
ducting nuclear tests. Russia, China, Britain, and
France have joined us in this moratorium. Brit-
ain and France have done the sensible thing
and ratified this treaty. I hope not only they,
but also Russia, China, will all, along with other
countries, continue to refrain from nuclear test-
ing.

I also encourage, strongly, countries that have
not yet signed or ratified this treaty to do so.
And I will continue to press the case that this
treaty is in the interest of the American people.
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The test ban treaty will restrict the develop-
ment of nuclear weapons worldwide at a time
when America has an overwhelming military and
technological advantage. It will give us the tools
to strengthen our security, including the global
network of sensors to detect nuclear tests, the
opportunity to demand onsite inspections, and
the means to mobilize the world against poten-
tial violators. All these things, the Republican
majority in the Senate would gladly give away.

The Senators who voted against the treaty
did more than disregard these benefits. They
turned aside the best advice—let me say this
again—they turned aside the best advice of our
top military leaders, including the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and four of his prede-
cessors. They ignored the conclusion of 32
Nobel Prize winners in physics, and many other
leading scientists, including the heads of our
nuclear laboratories, that we can maintain a
strong nuclear force without testing.

They clearly disregarded the views of the
American people who have consistently and
strongly supported this treaty ever since it was
first pursued by Presidents Eisenhower and
Kennedy. The American people do not want
to see unnecessary nuclear tests here or any-
where around the world.

I know that some Senate Republicans favored
this treaty. I know others had honest questions
but simply didn’t have enough time for thorough
answers. I know that many would have sup-
ported this treaty had they been free to vote
their conscience and if they had been able to
do what we always do with such treaties, which
is to add certain safeguards, certain under-
standings that protect America’s interest and
make clear the meaning of the words.
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